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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Tour Number
TTS0188


Tour Name
Wings over Samburu & Masai Mara


Validity
03/01/2012
to
15/12/2012

Arrival
Nairobi


Departure
Nairobi

“Want to be as close to wild nature as possible? This itinerary takes you to the semi-arid region of Northern Kenya, the soda lake of the Great Rift Valley and the famed Masai Mara using exclusive, small and luxury properties that are as natural and wild as the surroundings!”
Itinerary at a glance


Day
Location
Meal Plan
Activity


1
Samburu Game Reserve
LDBB
P


2
Samburu Game Reserve
LDBB
EP


3
Samburu Game Reserve
LDBB
EP

4
Masai Mara Game Reserve
LDBB
EP


5
Masai Mara Game Reserve
LDBB
EP

6
Masai Mara Game Reserve
LDBB
EP


7
Nairobi or Enjoy the Optional Extension!
E
L-Lunch, D-Dinner, BB-Bed and breakfast, LDBB-Lunch, dinner, bed and breakfast, Trsf-Transfer, E-Early morning game drive, A-Morning game drive, P-Afternoon game drive, HDS-Half Day sightseeing, FDS-Full Day Sightseeing

Quotation Full Itinerary

Day
1
Samburu Game Reserve
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It is an early morning’s touch down in Africa – at Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta International Airport! As you gather your baggage and walk out of the baggage hall a warm and unique welcome awaits you – happy smiling faces greet you with wet towels and champagne. It is a tradition in Africa to present a gift as an expression of our joy and happiness - what better gift than an authentic safari hat! Thereafter transfer to Wilson airport where you may have a quick light snack before your scheduled flight to Samburu Game Reserve, set in the rugged semi-arid northern region with spectacular scenic landscape. Your flight path takes you past the snow-capped Mt. Kenya, Africa’s highest mountain standing at 17,057ft above sea level and into a dry, rugged and stunningly beautiful region with its iconic loaf shaped Lolokowe Mountain and rolling hills spreading in all horizons, On arrival you will be met and transferred to Elephant Bedroom Camp that boasts of luxury accommodations with private plunge pools spread along the Ewaso Nyiro River dotted with doum palms, acacia and giant fig trees. Enjoy a delicious lunch followed by a late afternoon game viewing drive. Return to the Camp at sunset for dinner and overnight.
Elephant Bedroom Camp LDBB
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day
2 & 3
Samburu Game Reserve
Your next two nights at the Elephant Bedroom Camp, aptly named so because it is an ‘unfenced’ luxury bush camp that allows elephants and other wildlife to wander in and out of the camp grounds freely, will be an experience of a lifetime! It is probably the closest you will ever come to these gentle giants and other game! Your planned schedule includes extended game drives in search of Samburu’s ‘special five’ – the rare reticulated giraffe, long-necked gerenuk, blue shanked Somali ostrich, Grevy’s zebra, and majestic Beisa Oryx besides other interesting game including the ‘cats’, Your last evening in Samburu will be a celebration - a ‘sun downer’ at a special site on the banks of the river enjoying cocktail and canapés whilst the Naturalist tells you interesting stories of the area and the culture of the Samburu Tribe. Return to the Camp for dinner and overnight.
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Elephant Bedroom Camp LDBB
__________________________________________________________________________________
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Day
4
Masai Mara Game Reserve
After breakfast transfer to the airstrip to board your scheduled flight to Masai Mara Game Reserve, arguably Kenya’s finest game sanctuary. It is perhaps the only region left in Kenya where you may see animals in the same super-abundance as existed a century ago. You flight path takes you past the Aberdare Ranges and over Lake Elementaita with a possible view of Lake Nakuru, over the Mau Forest and into the vast plains of the Masai Mara. You will be met upon arrival and transferred to Mara Ngenche Safari Camp located on the confluence of the Talek and the famous Mara River. This small intimate Camp boasting only six tastefully appointed tents overlooking the Mara River is your perfect paradise for the next three nights. When you are not on a game drive you will be entertained by the resident pod of playful Hippopotamus and crocodiles basking on the nearby sandbank. A sumptuous lunch is followed by an afternoon game drive in this vast and expansive reserve teeming with game. Return to Camp for dinner and overnight.
Mara Ngenche Safari Camp LDBB
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Day
5 & 6
Masai Mara Game Reserve
Everyday is a new day and your next two days in Masai Mara will offer you the opportunity to go out in search of the 'big five' and other plains game. Masai Mara is the northern most extension of the Serengeti Plains and one of the richest wildlife Game Reserves. It is home to the awesome black-manned lion, elusive leopard, graceful cheetah, stately giraffes, and huge herds of elephants, rhino, thundering herds of zebra, migrating wildebeest and numerous other plains game. You may be lucky to spot the rare caracal or the hunting dogs that has been spotted in recent times. Your planned activities include extended game viewing drives, visit to a Masai Manyatta (home) and visit to a local primary school supported by the ‘Manji Foundation’ to spend cherished moments with these gorgeous young children – It is an experience you will never forget! Dinner and overnight at your Camp.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY: Today’s adventure begins just before dawn. Flames from the hot air balloon burners light the darkness as the crew inflate their craft. The first, pink tongues of sunlight flicker across the skies and the hot air balloon fills then rises. Suspended in a basket beneath the rainbow-coloured canopy, you're off for a game-viewing adventure with an entirely different perspective. Apart from the occasional hiss of the burners, a lion's roar, elephants crashing through the bush, baboons perched in the tips of the trees startled and screeching to see something above them, the flight above the Masai Mara plains is magically silent. At the end of the flight, the passengers are treated to a champagne breakfast in the bush, complete with flowers. China and crystal are set out on the table that is placed under a convenient acacia tree. The finishing touch to the flight is a game drive back to the camp, and the possibility of seeing the same pride of lions, or herd of elephants that had been viewed while ballooning. A flight certificate is issued on completion of the balloon safari. Back at Camp enjoy a sumptuous lunch and a well deserved rest.
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And/or enjoy a visit to a traditional Masai Manyatta. Experience the culture of this world famous community - the Maasai still lives as they did for centuries; interact with these nomadic people and experience their way of life as you learn about their customs and traditions. Continue with your afternoon game viewing drive before returning to your camp for dinner and overnight. 

Mara Ngenche Safari Camp LDBB
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day
7
Nairobi & Depart
Amka! Wake up early for breakfast and proceed on a last extended trail of the African savannah – hopefully, you’ll see some big game. Return to Camp for lunch and some relaxation. All good experiences must come to an end and sadly you must say ‘Kwaheri’ (Goodbye) to your wonderful Camp Manager and his teams as you depart for the airstrip to board your return flight to Wilson Airport. You will be met upon arrival and transfer to the ‘Manji Residence’ for dinner with the Manji Family before being transferred to the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport for your onward flight.
Asante Sana and Kwaheri!
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Price Per Person
Rates Quoted are in US Dollar (USD)

Commissionable to bonafide Tour Operators and Travel Agents


Adult:
min. 2
Child sharing with adult:
0
Young sharing with adult:
0
Tour leader:
0


Infant:
0
Child in own room:
0
Young in own room:
0
Local guide:
0


Validity
Double
Single



per pax
supl.
	03rd January to 31st June 2012 & 01st November to 15th December 2012:

Per Person Sharing in Double/Twin – 1st Person
5,005.00
N/A
Accompanying Companion (sharing)
2,505.00
N/A


	01st July to 30th October 2012:

Per Person Sharing in Double/Twin – 1st Person
5,330.00
N/A
Accompanying Companion (sharing)
2,665.00
N/A



Optional Extras & Excursions
Per Vehicle

Flying Doctor Services 
50.00

Bush Breakfast in the Masai Mara 
45.00

Bush Dinner in the Masai Mara 
55.00

Visit to an off the beaten track Masai Manyatta (Village) 
30.00

Balloon Safari 
– Special Offer - Valid only for bookings made 30days prior to arrival - Special Offer –
450.00

Please Note: we highly recommend adequate travel insurance to be carried and our travel insurance policies are available upon request ONLY!
Double: price per person sharing a double room. Single: single supplement. Triple: price per person sharing a triple room. Quad.: price per person sharing a quadruple room. Infant: per infant under 2 years, child: per child under 12 years, young: per young under 16 years, sharing: sharing with two paying adults.

Safari Quote Inclusions:

· Arrival & Departure Transfers from & to Jomo Kenyatta Airport and Wilson Airport

· Complimentary Authentic Safari Hat

· Full Board Accommodation at Elephant Bedroom & Mara Ngenche Camps including light snack at Wilson Airport
· House wines, local beers, soft drinks and bottled water

· Round trip Domestic flights Wilson Airport – Samburu – Masai Mara – Nairobi

· Park entry fees in Samburu & Masai Mara Game Reserves

· Shared Airstrip transfers & game viewing drives in specially designed open sided Land Cruisers

· Visit to a Masai Manyatta & a local primary school sponsored by the Manji Foundation

· Dinner with the Manji Family at their family home
Quote Exclusions:

· International flight, passport & visa fees

· Balloon Safari – optional 

· All personal expenses incl. Laundry, Telephones, Premium Beverages at Camps, Gratuities to Camp Staff and Guide/Driver, Porterage etc…
· Any expenses not expressly specified above 

Conditions:

· The 50% Offer is only applicable to a companion so Each 1st Person must have a companion to travel with and share ONE TENT and all other services to qualify for the 50% Companion Offer. There can be more persons in the party but who must travel in pairs.
· The Offer does NOT apply to anyone travelling as Single or utilizing a Single Tent.

· This offer cannot be combined with any other offers or any other discounts. 


Accommodation Information

Elephant Bedroom Camp – where elephants come to sleep
Set on the banks of the Ewaso Nyiro River in Samburu National Reserve surrounded by doum palms and other beautiful indigenous trees and shrubs sits this small and exclusive camp of 12 luxury tents, 8 of which are on 1.5metre high deck with its private plunge pool. Each en-suite tent is large and spacious measuring over 50sq. metres and are furnished in rustic African style while offering all the comforts expected of a luxury Camp (hot & cold running water, electricity and flushing toilets, spacious shower with unlimited water supply).

The lounge and dining area offer vibrant safari colours with original oil paintings, soft intimate lighting designed to relax guests returning from an exciting game drive. Huge herds of elephant, prides of lion or the solitary leopard amongst other game are regular visitors around the camp providing excellent game viewing in spectacular scenic background of rugged rolling hills.

Dining is a culinary experience with al-fresco breakfast, 3 course lunch and 4 course candle lit gourmet dinner set either under the African sky or inside the well appointed dining area. 

The Camp is unfenced and wild animals, particularly elephants, wander in and out of the camp grounds at all hours including during the night where they come to ‘sleep’. From the safety of your deck you will probably come as close as possible to these gentle giants! 24hour armed Rangers provide additional security besides the Masai Morans (warriors).
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Mara Ngenche Safari Camp – Your Perfect Paradise
………….and perfect paradise it is! 
Well hidden in beautiful greenery on the banks of two rivers, the famous Mara and Talek Rivers in the heart of the Masai Mara, this camp lives up to its reputation as one that provides intimate and exclusive accommodation to just twelve guests in six huge custom designed authentic luxury canvas tents. Each tent has a four poster bed, an en-suite bathroom area with a bathtub, hot and cold running water, flushing toilet and an outside shower with a view. 24hour Electricity is provided by solar energy. All tents overlook the Mara River and are discreetly located to offer maximum privacy.
The Lounge and Dining area are luxuriously furnished in a mix of blending leather, suede and canvas furniture and overlooks the confluence with its resident pod of hippopotamus and floats of crocodiles that provide some excellent entertaining moments. A fully stocked bar is available to the guests.
Providing personalized service comes naturally to the well trained staff at Ngenche who look after you like long lost relatives who have returned home! All meals are ‘plate service’ with lunch being a 3 course meal usually outdoors whilst dinner is a lingering 4 course menu.    
The Tented Camp is unfenced and wild animals may wander within its grounds providing additional entertainment but your security is of paramount importance so besides the Masai Moran’s who will escort you to and from your tent additional security is provided by armed Park Rangers on site 24hours a day.
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Aircraft and Vehicle Used on this Programme
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Location and park information

Samburu Game Reserve

Samburu National Reserve is one of the lesser-known national parks, but is nevertheless teeming with life. Situated alongside the Ewaso Nyiro River, there is plenty to attract wildlife from the surrounding savannah plains.  The reserve is classified as arid and semi-arid with a moisture index of 42 to 57, which indicates that evapo-transpiration is greater than available moisture. The days are extremely hot while the nights are cool. The annual mean temperatures range between 18º C and 30ºC, while the mean annual rainfall is 345 mm with peaks in November and April. The dry season starts in late May, and goes up to early October when a large concentration of wildlife is found in the reserve due to availability of lush vegetation along the Ewaso Nyiro River, the main source of water to the Reserve and the nearby communities.

The reserve is rich in wildlife with an abundance of rare northern specialist species such as the Grevy’s zebra, Somali ostrich, reticulated giraffe, gerenuk and the Beisa Oryx (also referred to as Samburu ‘special five’). The reserve is also popular with large herd elephants. Large predators such as the lion, leopard and cheetah are an important attraction (Kamunyak the miracle lioness that adopted the baby Oryx is a resident in the reserve). Wild dog sightings are also a common attraction to this unique protected area. Birdlife is abundant with over 450 species recorded. Birds of the arid northern bush country are augmented by a number of riverine forest species. The Lesser Kestrel and the Taita Falcon are species of global conservation concern and they both utilise the reserve. Five species categorized as vulnerable have also been recorded in the reserve. These are the African darter, great egret, white-headed vulture, martial eagle and the yellow billed ox-pecker. The critically endangered pancake tortoise is also found in the reserve.
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Masai Mara Game Reserve

Probably the most famous of the reserves, the Masai Mara, in Kenya's south western corner, boasts an astonishing amount of game. Unfenced, the Mara is bounded in the east by the Ngama Hills and in the west by the Oloololo or Siria Escarpment. Gazelle, wildebeest and zebra graze in large numbers and where prey is found so are predators. Not only is this a great place in which to find game, but the wide greeny-gold savannahs spotted with thorn trees make it ideal for photography. The Mara, as it is known in Kenya, is ravishingly beautiful and also offers long, undisturbed views and utterly dramatic panoramas. The weather really means something here. The sun may beat down unforgiving, huge clouds in fabulous shapes may sweep across the widest of skies, the wind ripples the grasses as though they are stroked by a giant hand. The landscape is stunning. 

The famously black-manned Mara lions are possibly the stars of the Mara show, but cheetah, elephant, kongoni, topi, Thompson's gazelle, waterbuck, hyena, and primates are all here too. As with the rest of Kenya, the birding is good. There is no settlement within the reserve however; the Mara is in theory owned by the Masai, pastoralists and, in earlier times, renowned lion-killers. Lodges and hotels offer the opportunity to buy their beadwork, checked cloths and copies of their spears. It is said that if lions scent approaching Masai on the breeze they move swiftly in the opposite direction. 

Famously, the Mara is the northerly end of the Great Migration, that great primeval surge of wildebeest, zebra and antelope that sweeps in from Tanzania's Serengeti to Kenya's Masai Mara as the Tanzanian grass starts to fail. They are tracked by the large predators who pick off the weak, the stragglers and the young. The great herds, nearing their destination by July, mass along the Mara River, pushing, shoving and fantastically noisy, just waiting for the first animal to cross so that they can all follow, lemming-like, on the final leg of the journey. However, crocodiles lie in wait, sluggishly cruising the waters, fully prepared for their best meal of the year. Many fail in the life-and-death struggle - drowned, eaten by the crocodiles or, made careless or weak by their stressful swim, brought down by lions. The Masai Mara is terrible yet wonderful, and not to be missed.
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